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Course Qutline: Rels 273, Fall 2005
Logi stics CourseReligious Studies 273 Introduction to the Bible
VenueTR 9: 30- 10: 45, Admi n 140
InstructorL. Eslinger (email); office hours: 15:30-16:30 T or by
appoi nt nent
O ficeDept. Religious Studies, Social Sciences 1334
Webwww. ucal gary. cal ~esl i nger
Texts
- NASB English translation of the Bible
- course notes (online; table of |inks bel ow

Content Sel ected readings and topics fromthe Bible in English
transl ation. The course introduces the role of the Bible as a nythol ogi ca
foundation for Western religions (Judaism Christianity, Islan) and
culture. Discussion topics include: evolution and creation; val ues and
human exi stence; cognition and world-view, religious values; functiona
anal ysis of belief and ritual behaviour; hunman destiny, world history,
cosm ¢ evol ution.

Cognitive Goals to understand how human experience shapes biblical nyth
to understand how biblical literature works, how rhetoric and structure
create meani ng
to grasp the nythol ogi cal shape of the whole Christian Bible (O T. +
N.T.), an interlaced nontage of literature and nyth
to gain a sense of how the overarching nythos of a Christian Bible
establishes a reference point for Western culture

These goals require fanm liarization with two contexts for the Bible:
hi storical :students nust |earn the rudinents of Israel's situation
in the context of its ANE (Ancient Near Eastern) nei ghbours. This

hi storical context persists for about 3000 years (3000 BCE - 100
CE). It is preceded by another, nore significant context.
pre-historical:famliarity with the historical period and cultura
context scratches the surface of hunan | earning encoded in the

Bi bl e. The course attends to the vast pre-historical depths that
have shaped human |life. As one of the nore profound el enents of
culture, religion (and the Bible) is deeply shaped by life's archaic

pre-history.
Skills
Devel opnent close reading skills: the informati on age encourage shal |l ow,
hasty reading. The Bible, |ike nost ancient literary products, requires

a nore attentive reading capability. Wekly exegetical exercises provide
opportunity to develop reading skills that will serve themin any
activity that requires neticul ous anal ysis of informational structures.
critical thinking skills: students nust engage in critical reflection on
t he biblical beginnings of Western worl dviews and thus al so on nodern
derivatives. The course provides regular opportunity for critica
engagenent with human val ue systens and worl dvi ews, anci ent and nodern.

Lear ni ng

Responsi bilities Students are responsible for independent |earning from
the assigned readi ngs (exam nations cover all assigned readi ngs, whether
discussed in class or not). It is expected that students will have studied
the weekly section fromthe Bible, with particular attention to the



peri cope designated in the schedul e.

Pragmatical ly, independent study prepares students for work on the credit

text anal yses; theoretically, it is the nost inportant determ nant of

successful | earning.

C ass

Schedul e Exegesis Overview Thematic | ecture
Cl ass discussion of a text that exenplifies the week's thenene of
the primary divisions in biblical literatureThenes in biblica
myt hol ogy; their historical developnment in the Bible

Lear ni ng
Assessment Credit Work
1. Exegetical work (5% day | ate penalty)
a. 1Sam 1-12 (due 05 Cct) 15
b. John 1-12 (due 30 Nov) 15
2.Md-termexam (1 hr., 19 Cct;
must be witten as schedul ed; mark your cal endar now) 35
3. Final exam (1 hr. registrar schedul ed) 35
Total: (N.B. no additional credit work will be offered.) 100
Gradi ng Scal e
A 100-90 B- 74-70 D+ 54-50
A- 89-85 C+ 69-65 D 49-45
B+ 84-80 C 64-60 F 44-0
B 79-75 G 59-55
A numerical grade is assigned for each course requirenent.
Finally, a letter grade is assigned using the departnentally
approved tabl e of equival enci es.

Academ ¢

Honesty Students should be famliar with University regul ations regarding
academ c integrity (University Cal endar, index item "M sconduct,

academ c").

Reserve List reserve services are not used for Rels 273

Ref . pgs.

in the

H -C. Bible The foll owing pages in the HarperCollins Study Bible provide
ref erence and background material that students ought to becone fanmiliar
with early in the course:

vii listing of the books of the O T.

viii, 1435 listing of the books of the Apocrypha (so-called
"deut er o- canoni cal books")

viii listing of the books of the N T.

xviii on the anthol ogi cal nature of the collected books of the Bible

Xi X the major narrative conplexes of the O T. (Torah, Dtr,
Chr on- Ezr a- Neh)
xxX introduction to historical criticismand the Bible's literary

hi story

XXi -XxXii the synoptic problemin the N.T. (historical criticism of
the N.T.)

XXiii-xxiv,

xxxvii-xl varying biblical canons defined by differing confessiona
conmuni ties

xxxi listing of conmon abbreviations for biblical book nanes
xli-xlii time lines of history in "the biblical period"



1841-55 gospel parallels
2113 chronol ogy of Paul's letters (N T.)
2339-46 O T. quotations in the N T.

Study Aids Literary

- Varying canoni cal sequences for biblical books
- Apocrypha and pseudepi gr apha

- Dating biblical literature

- Ancient Israel's history according to the Bible
Cul tural

- Biblical weights and neasures

- Divination and Bi bl emancy

Hi stori cal

- Carbon-14 dating technique

- A handful of key dates in biblical history

- Pal estinian archaeol ogy - periods

- Ancient near eastern enpires

- Chronol ogy of the Hebrew nonarchies

- Chronol ogy of biblical prophets

- Chronol ogy of the post-exilic period

Exans

- mdterm study advice

Cont i nui ng

Courses Rels 301: Studies in the Hebrew Bi bl e/ A dTestanent -- a natura

progression fromRels 273. Conpared to 273 it narrows focus, fromthe
Christian Bible to the A d Testanent (otherw se known as the Hebrew
Bi bl ). 301 al so broadens coverage of ancient Israelite religion (cult
and ritual) in addition to studying the religious literature and

myt hol ogy of the Bible.

Rel s 477: Further Studies in the Hebrew Bi ble/d d Testanent.

Noti ces & Schedul e

Noti ces 01 Sept Looking for an online, searchable Bible (NASB)?
01 Sept Credit work subm ssions: assignments nust be subnmitted with
a coversheet indicating the date of subnmission (if subnmitting in the
Rel s office be sure to get your work date stanped), course nunber,
assignnent identification, student name and identification nunber.

Cl ass Schedul e

Week Begin Assigned Readi ngExegesi s Overvi ew Thene

0106 Sept Genesis 1-11Genesis 3Prineval HistoryCosnol ogi ca

Backgr ound

0213 Sept ExodusExodus 1-15Pent ateuchBiblical Mth

0320 Sept Cenesis 12-50CGenesis 28Patriarchal CyclesLife's Myths
0427 Sept 1 Sanuel 1 Sanuel 1-12Deuteronom stPatriarchalismto
Covenant al i sm

0504 Cct Pss 1; 8; 18; 23; 30; 40-41; 78 Psal m 89Psal nsCovenant al i sm
to Futurism

0611 Cct Isaiah 1-12; 40-55l sai ah 1Maj or Prophet skt hica
Covenant al i sm

0718 Oct Anpbsmid-termexam (no | ecture this week; examon Tues, 19
Cct; overview and exegesis [Amos 7-9] on Thurs)M nor Prophets--

0825 Cct Proverbs | JobProverbs | JobWsdom Pragmatic |

Skeptical Futurism Pragmatism Skepticism

0901 Nov Haggai; Zechari ahHaggai Pragmatic LiteraturePragmatismafter
The Puni shnent



1008 Nov MarkMark (reading day; no class)NTDouble Mrror - OT in NT
1115 Nov John

1222 Nov John 1-12Cospel sDouble Prism- Jesus

1329 Nov HebrewsHebrews 5-11NT LettersThe Mean Ti e

14 06 Dec Revel ationRevel ati onApocal ypti cApocal ypse - Wien?



